








about birds, about the Navy, about football; about anything
else but he rarely brought up the business.

My dad fought his cancer for three years. As I was spending
time with my dad in the hospital as he lay on his deathbed, he
reached in the air with his eyes closed, moving his hands
around as if grasping at something,. I grabbed hold of his warm
hands and awakened him. When I asked him what was he
dreaming about, he said, “I dreamt I was at the store stocking
the shelves.” He smiled. I smiled back at him. My dad loved
his customers and the pharmacy. But three years earlier as we
sat at lunch and he gave me his blessing to stop selling contra-
ceptives; he proved that he loved me and his God more. I told
my dad to go back to sleep, that I was there with him. He went
into a coma the next day and died a week later.

All pharmacies should be pro-life

Things were relatively quiet in my pharmacy life after
made the move. I received a few complaint letters here and
there but again, I had made it through my dad, so the
complaints were nothing. [ never advertised that we were
a pro-life pharmacy. I didn’t feel the need. In my view, ALL
pharmacies should be pro-life, so why point this out in
advertising that I was out of the norm. It wasn’t until six
years later, last June, that the Washington Post did an
article on our pharmacy after finding our pharmacy on a
website that listed a half dozen pharmacies across the
nation that shared my views. The Post has a circulation of
about 700,000. That led to a story that aired on World News
Tonight with Charles Gibson about me and our pharmacy.
Thelittle whisper of God was now being broadcast to more
than nine million viewers across the nation and now here
[ am, writing about it for you.

While I may have lost some customers because of this
decision, it was nothing compared to what I gained, and
that was the peace and contentment that came along with
being a man of conscience. I also found unconditional love
from God and from my dad. What’s more, I found that I
could love God and my dad unconditionally.

What lessons do | think | can pass along to you?

First of all, you need to know that you are called to do
what is right; to do what is true. As most parents would tell
you, and how true it is, “just because everyone else is doing
it does not make it right.” Commit yourself to the need to do
what is right and true—no matter if you are the only one in
your family, city, state, or country doing it.

Second, listen to the whispers of God and pray to God. God
will seldom come to you in a rushing wind, in an earthquake
orin fire. God often whispers. We need to listen to those quiet
messages. What are those whispers? Often it is a tug on your
conscience. And normally the more informed your conscience
is, the greater the summons. So I challenge you to inform your
conscience especially on any questions that come up. As you
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begin to inform your conscience more through studying, that
tug on you, will get stronger. Pay attention to it, whatever it
may be in your life. Continue to inform your conscience. The
call will continue to get stronger, but don’t be afraid. When
the tugs and whispers get stronger it is not that God is yelling
at you, it is that he is holding you closer and giving you the
courage and unconditional love to act.

If you find an area of your life that needs to be changed
(and it is never too late to change), set out a plan. What your
challenge is today is to change from bad to good in some area
of your value system. Put it on paper. Brainstorm the steps.
This will be difficult and you might even sit at the computer
and cry while you are doing it. It will make you fearful; it
might make you realize that you have to fight something that
feels bigger than you right now.

Finally, take action each day, no matter how small that
action seems. Prayer might be the action right now. It might
mean finding encouragement from others that will give you
courage to reevaluate, to change, to work to make a differ-
ence. Be sure to pick out the people that will encourage you
rather than discourage you. There are plenty of people
around waiting to discourage you, especially if they don’t
agree with you. At first, be choosy whom you share your
dreams with.

And finally, I encourage you to give encouragement to
others. You must be the whisper of God to others. You must
give encouragement to someone who has taken a stand. If
you see someone in the newspaper who has done something
good with his or her business, it is up to you to e-mail that
person or call and say “Good Job”! Do you know that you
might be the only person doing that? That your one phone
call or e-mail might help that person do the right thing?
Maybe it is sending a note to the unwed teenage mother’s
family and saying that you are thankful they said yes to life.
Maybe just a smile to someone will be encouraging.

What can you expect from committing yourself to this
challenge? You can expect peace! THAT is the feeling that
vou will get when you choose to do what is right and true no
matter the cost and no matter what discouragement vou are
getting from others, when you listen to God, when you
formulate a plan, when you take action on that plan.

You and God are partners as you attempt to navigate
through this ethical maze. And God is patiently waiting.
He may be waiting for you to get the other loves out of your
life, the love of possessing security, of holding on to fears,
of being restrained by the opinion of others. He is waiting
for you. He is waiting for the real YOU: the YOU that is not
afraid to make a stand for what is right and true, no matter
the cost.
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