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shorten a person's rrte,"
the pope told members
of the International
Congress of Catholic
Phannacists. "The phar­
macist must invite each
person to advance
humanity, so that every
being may be protected
from the moment of con­
ception until natural
death, and that
medicines may fulfill
properly their therapeutic
role.

"'n the moral domain,
your federation is invited
to address the issue of
conscientious objection,
which is a right your pro­
fession must recognize,
permitting you not to col­
laborate either directly or
indirectly by supplying
products for the purpose
of decisions that are
clearly immoral such as,
tor example, abortion or
euthanasia."

Pharmacists
encouraged to
follow conscience

In his 1968 encyclical
Hurnanae Vitae ("On
Human Life"I, Pope Paul
VI outlined the Catholic
Church's objection to
contraception, ~ting
that artificial birth control
is intrinsically at odds
with the Church's teach­
ing on the sacredness of
human life.

In 2007, Pope
Benedict XVI reinforced
this teaching in an
address to Catholic phar­
macists, informing them
that they have the right
to object to dispensing
any drug as a matter of
conscience.

"It is not possible to
anaesthetize can·
sciences, for e)(ample,
concerning the effects of
particles whose purpose
is to prevent an embryo's

Scott Alessi writes from New
Jersey,

about being good to people and
treating them with respect and
dignity. And I think if anybody
does that, that will win people
over and that will begin chang­
ing hearts."

Bishop Paul S. Loverde of Arlington, Va., blesses the
DMC Pharmacy in Chantillv, Va., during its grand open­
ing last October. CNS PHOTO BYM~ 1lAlfl, ARIJ'IGTON CATHOUC 1£RAl.D

birth control products, Koelzer Competitive edge
said that he sent out letters to the Laird said that the DMC
more than 230regu)arcus::>mers Pharmacy, which is located in a
who had prescriptions for con- busy metropolitan area filled
traceptivestoapprisethemofthe with competing pharmacies,
change. As hee};pected,the move expects to draw on the area's
resulted in Kay Pharmacy losing large Catholic population to sup­
a portion of its customer base. portits business. But more impor-

"Itdid makeadentin ourbusi- tantly, he said, they will rely on
ness:' Koelzer said. "You are los- quality customer service and per­
ing the person that uses the con- sonalized care that large chains
traceptives, which was about 4 such as CVS and Walgreens can­
percent ofour business, and you not deliver.
are typically losing their hus- "It is how we treat people th!1t
bands and you are typically los- is the secret," Laird said. "We
inganychildren they might have, should treat everybody coming
so now the whole family is gone into our practice, everyone com­
just because you are not carry- ing into our store, our co-work­
ing one drug." ers, our superiors or our subor-

But even though he did not dinates as if they are Christ. We
originally intend to promote the firmly believe that, and we put
pharmacy's new pro-life business that into practice every day in
model as a means of attracting what we do."
newcustomers, Koelzer has found Thosecustomers who do come
that the media attention he's in with a prescription for con­
received o\ICr the decision has traceptiveswill politelybe referred
done just that. to any of the area's other phar-

"Wedo'haye peoplesaying they macies, two ofwhich are loca ted
are coming from larger distances in the same shopping plaza as
to buy from us:' he said. "I don't DMCPharmacy, Laird said.While
know if it has quite evened out such practices will result in los­
the loss, but we are certainly ingsomecustomers,heeA-plained,
happy to have those customers, the pharmacy is confident that
and I th ink more so we are happy its approach to doingbusiness will
to be able to give them an option attract many others.
to trade with someonewho is not "It is more than about just birth
dispensing abortifacients." control," Laird told OSV. "It is

Business decision
Mike Koelzer, owner of Kay

Pharmacy in Grand Rapids,
Mich., made the decision to stop
selling contraceptives at his busi­
ness in 2002. Koelzer, a third-gen­
eration pharmacist, told OSV
that while it was difficult at first
to convince his father to make
such a change, he felt that it was
more important to foUow his
conscience.

"f am really just following
what the medical profession and
the pharmacy business should
be," Koelzer said. "We should be
promoting life, and we should not
be promoting drugs that can
harm people, no matter how big
those people are and no matter
whether they are in the womb or
not in the womb."

After discontinuing the sale of

how much they understand about
the pill, and a lot of pharmacists
are along that path, too," she said.
"A lot of them will dispense the
regular birth control pills,but they
will not dispen e the 'morning­
after' pill because it has too much
of an abortive method, so they
draw their line at that place. And
I respect them - they are pro­
life, they are developing their
under tanding and probably

oneror latera whole lot ofthem
are going to quit dispensing the
pill, too."

The Pharmacists for Life web­
site includes a listing of six pro­
life pharmacies, but Brauer said
she is aware of many more.that
exist around the country. She ug­
gested that customers can find
other pharmacies in theirarea that
havea pro-life approach through
an Internet search. In many cases,
he explained, the pharmacie
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stories or have garnered atten­
tion from pro-choicegroupssuch
as Planned Parenthood and
NARAL.

Although Pharmacists for Life
isa Catholic organization, Brauer
said that they have worked with
pharmacists of other faiths who
also have chosen not to sell con­
traceptives in their stores.

"They are not all 100 percent
ideologically committed to the
Catholic beliefon contraception
but if they are pro-life and they
are acting on their conscience, we
will assist them:' she said.

Growing trend
The desire for those in the

pharmaceutical industry to rec­
oncile their beliefs with their
business practices is not new. In
1984,pharmacistBogomir Kuhar
founded Pharmacists for Life
International, an organization
that provides support and legal
assistance to pharmacists who
choose notto sell contraceptives.

Pharmacists for Life president
Karen Brauer became a
spokesperson for the group after
being fired from her job for refus­
ing·to fill prescriptions for birth
control piUs, citing their ability
to act as an abortifacient. Brauer
told Our Sunday Visitor that
while there is "no way to know"
just how many pro-life pharma­
cies exist in the United States at
this time, there is a growing trend
among pharmacists to stop sell­
ing contrac~ptivesas more indi­
viduals become aware of their
patential risks.

"People change over time in

Akin to a standard pharmacy
in aU way except the sale ofarti­
ficial birth control products, pro­
life pharmacies have sprung up
in conununities throughout the
country.Taking the form of maU,
independentlyowned drugstores,
these businesses allow their
employees to practice pharmacy
in a way that is consistent with
their faith. They also provide an
alternative for customer "'hodo
not wish to support bu ine ses
that dispen e contraceptives.

"There's a lot ofCatholics out
there who like to practice their
faith beyond theirhou cortheir
church, and they would like to
come to bu iness where they
don't have to leave their faith at
thedoor:'said Robert Laird,exec­
utive director of Divine Mercy
Care, which wns the pro-life
DMC Pharmacy in han tilly,Va.
"They wantto be able to uPl?ort
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beliefs."
DMC Pharmacy, which

opened Oct. 20, is the latest phar­
macy to adopt a whoUy pro-life
approach to its business. Divine
Me.rcy Care, which serves as a
health care organization for the
Diocese of Arlington, Va., also
operates Tepeyac Family Center,
a pro-life obstetrics and gyneco­
logical medical clinic in Fairfax.
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Pharmacists put pro~life teachings into practice
Small, independently owned stores offer customers a faith-filled atmosphere and quality service not contraceptives
By SeD" Alessi

Ata growing nu~b~rofpharmacies ~ationwjd.e,patrons

bearinga prescnptIon for contraceptIves are bemgturned

away by pharmacists who are taking a stand for their beliefs.
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